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ABSTRACT  
This paper aims at discussing creative writing model for junior high school students. The idea of creative 
instructional model for teaching is a special gift for the students. As an English teacher, being creative is a 
must and no bargaining especially for this millennial era. Teaching writing for junior high school students is 
a kind of challenging for novelty even senior English teachers. Communicative language teaching facilitates 
teachers to explore more students’ creativity. The ways of presenting writing materials also has been shifted 
massively, teachers center left out by new teachers and students center applied step by step regularly by 
them. Creative writing is definitely one of those areas in which teachers struggle. There is plenty of dull and 
old teaching strategy out there and students get cross-eyed with a heap of frustration and unmotivated. 
Bubbles writing is assumed creative writing model for teaching writing in junior high school students level. 
There are three advantages why this model is prominent than others for junior high school students they are: 
students-centered, fun and enjoyable, and innovative. This model has myriad advantages for students; 
students learn to sharpen cognitive thinking, to express their idea freely, to facilitate students being more 
active, to enjoy their writing activity.  
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INTRODUCTION 
A latest trend of teaching has been jumping into communicative language teaching which it 
emphasizes students to do more activities than be a passive learner. In application, students need to 
practice a lot rather than recalling concept or remembering some formulae. This trend inevitably 
has shifted the way how to teach the students. Traditional activity only facilitates students as 
passive learners without giving chances them to moving forward. Since it mostly tends to measure 
cognitive domain, abandon affective and psychomotor. This new type of teaching activity is 
assumed as one of ways that accommodates students’ interaction in classroom. This type of 
teaching activity collects information about students by measuring multiples criteria such as 
students’ progress, creativity, motivation, performance and attitude. In wider concept, it allows 
students to demonstrate what they have thought in a realistic application.  
Every level of education all professional teachers dream how to be creative teachers who 
have lots of experience, innovative thinker, sources of information for the students and the real role 
model ever. The introductory of active learning drives the role of a teacher during the teaching 
learning process in the classroom. Being different and unique is a part of teaching. Looking back to 
conventional teaching strategies that where the core of teaching is teacher center, teachers speak 
more and students do less. In opposite, active learning puts more emphasis on the active 
participation of learners; they require being active learner and the teachers as facilitator. This 
implies that active learning intends to contextualize instructional materials and the learners are 
placed as the center of the teaching learning process. By emphasizing students as the center of 
teaching means teachers let them to grow their creativity, build their self-confidence and facilitate 
them independence learner. 
Writing is one essential skill that should be learned in English instruction at school. As a part 
of an important skill, teachers should teach students’ writing skill in the classroom by using several 
models. To help the students write English correctly, teacher should teach writing skill by using 
creative activity. As common assumption, writing is productive skill which needs more effort and 
creative strategy as basic knowledge of the teachers. In this millennial, conventional method of 
teaching applied less by teachers and have shifted into communicative language teaching. The 
ways of presenting material needs innovation, not merely write down in the blackboard, explain the 
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formulae and ask students to copy. Teachers try finding strategy that interesting, challenging and 
bursting students’ curiosity. By this way, they will pay more attention, do serious activity and the 
most important is activating their higher order thinking skill. Writing is assumed the most basic 
element in learning a language. I t is one of major important elements that should be mastered in 
learning English. Writing, as well as speaking, is productive skill which draws ability of language 
learner in learning foreign language. In the field of education, students’ mastery in language 
sometimes can be judged mostly from both writing and speaking ability. Someone who can speak 
English fluently and correctly in most cases-not always truly correct- is judged master in English. 
Someone who is good at writing sometimes also judged master in English. 
 
REVIEW RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Nature of Creativity  
Being creative teacher who shares his/her ideas uniquely is a part of professional teachers’ 
dreams. Not all teachers can do creative activity that accommodates students’ needs fully. Being an 
active and creative is choice but making students be creative is a must. Creative is an ability to use 
potency and competency to do something different and unique for the students. Sometime, 
creativity is an accumulated works of learning by doing.  Halliwell (1993) claims that creativity as 
part of normality as part of everyday actions and ideas. This kind of creativity is necessary to 
facilitate effective teaching in the daily teaching learning process where a teacher is able to manage 
problem faced by the learners. Creative teachers are able to create joyful, fun, and unique teaching 
activity where difficult material can be explained in simple ways or uninterested learners become 
interested in the teaching process, unmotivated learners turn into motivated learners. Creative is a 
magic that can change everything.  
Richard (2002) and Moore (2005) argue that the ability of a teacher to prepare such teaching 
models has a positive effect on learner motivation because real needs and interest of learners are 
fulfilled and the learners themselves are engaged in the teaching learning process. It implies that 
teachers should guide their students to create something creative, evoke students’ curiosity and 
spread out motivation. Most of teaching learning activities depends on teachers’ creativity, teachers 
propose some activity and students just follow instruction what should be done and discarded.  
Ideally, teachers design the activity that interesting for students, let students pour their ideas and 
support them to think critically.  
In the line of previous experts, Naiman in Manurung (2012) argues that creativity is a 
process of transferring imaginative ideas into reality. There are two keywords should be addressed 
by teacher: thinking and transferring. Teachers must design the concepts or innovation what will be 
delivered to students and implement them into teaching process. Any imaginative ideas should be 
planned well and should be internalized to the students, and let students build their creativity by 
themselves.  Teachers are the most responsible behind the students success, teachers are the main 
thinker and students the executor. Teachers provoke their student to be more active not only 
cognitive but also another two aspects such as affective and willingness.  
In same tone, May (1994) explains creativity is a process of bringing innovative idea to the 
culture and requires passion and commitment to run it. Classroom and students are media for 
teachers to spread their innovative invention of thinking and teachers should regularly control the 
process for any progress of the students.  
In summary, creativity needs a thinking and process where both of them must be applied by 
teachers in teaching activity. Teachers design something new to be constructed in classroom and 
students enjoy the process of running innovative creation.    
      
B. Designing Creative Instruction for Students 
Creating innovative instruction needs effective teaching strategy. Creativity mostly deals 
with strategy of delivering the material, content of instructional and purpose or objective of the 
teaching.  According to Moore as quoted by Manurung (2012:5) there several factor in choosing 
strategy for effective teaching activity namely: students’ needs, age, cognitive level, mental and 
characteristics, span attention, material and objective of the material. Students’ needs closely 
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related to their motivation, they will follow the instructional activity if they get interested and 
joyful horizon. Most of students easily get bored if the material and the way of delivering is 
uninteresting for them. Different age should get different treatment, junior high school students 
need “out of the box” technique of packaging when teachers deliver the material, but not for adult 
who tend to choose something serious and meaningful. Cognitive level also holds important 
element in selecting the appropriate instruction for students, low level students ideally must get 
basic knowledge level which is  appropriately match to their background knowledge.  
To apply an effective instructional design, there are nine steps to be followed as excerpted by 
Gagne (1985) they are: (1) gaining attention, (2) informing teaching objective, (3) stimulating of 
prior knowledge, (4) presenting the material, (5) providing guidance for learner, (6) eliciting the 
performance, (7) providing feedback, (8) assessing performance, and  (9) enhancing the retention.  
 
C. Assessing Writing  
Assessing writing cannot be separated from the components of English teaching. To assess 
writing, there are components of writing such as fluency, vocabulary, grammar, and clarity of the 
idea. Each of the components has certain function that makes someone’s writing is clear and 
concise. Those components, ideally must be mastered by someone when she/he writes English. 
Some experts state their opinion about the components of writing. First of all, Nation (2009:141) 
states five important components of writing such as: richness of vocabulary, mechanic (spelling 
and punctuation), grammatical accuracy and complexity, organization and coherence and content 
of writing.  
Richness of vocabulary in writing is a must for the writer. Since, appropriate vocabulary can 
build good sentences. Vocabulary leads writer to know writer tone in a writing. Good writing must 
give clear information to the reader, one of the ways is by putting appropriate vocabulary. The next 
important point in writing is mechanics. Good writing must have correct spelling and punctuation. 
Spelling and punctuation are two critical elements that can lead reader’s understanding on a piece 
of writing. Putting incorrect spelling and punctuation leads to the misinterpretation. Having strong 
skills in spelling and punctuation allows writers to get their message or story to their readers in a 
clear and understandable way.  It is important to know the rules both spelling and punctuation and 
also how to use them properly. Then, grammar is key point in writing that can lead the reader to 
understand well the message on the writing. Every sentence needs proper grammar; it means 
grammar covers whole text. Other people consider good grammar to be a mark of intelligence and 
education. Don't allow strangers to form a negative impression of the writing based on the poor 
writing skills. 
In the second place, Luoma (2009:88) classifies three crucial components of speaking skills: 
accuracy, fluency and comprehensibility. The accuracy deals with the ‘grammar, vocabulary, and 
pronunciation’. If someone speaks English, the understanding of the English grammar should be 
paid attention in order that the utterances produced are grammatically correct, so that the listener 
understands those utterances. Equally important, vocabulary is also a crucial element in speaking 
skills. Large vocabulary should be improved by speaker, so that the speaker can use those words 
appropriately. One cannot communicate effectively or express their ideas both oral and written if 
they do not have sufficient vocabulary. Without having vocabulary no utterances can be spoken by 
speaker. Another element of speaking skills is pronunciation. It is the way for students to produce 
clearer language when they speak. It deals with the phonological process that refers to the 
component of a grammar made up of the elements and principles that determine how sounds vary 
and pattern in a language. Correct pronunciation of individual sounds and words make the listener 
able to hear and distinguish the words that are being said. In this case, there are two features of 
pronunciation: segmental and supra-segmental features. Segmental features include vowels and 
consonants, while supra-segmental features refer to stress and intonation. Thus, recognizing all 
English vowels, consonants, stresses, and intonations are very important for helping to produce 
correct sounds on both single words and combinations of words, like phrases, clauses, and whole 
sentences either in dialogues or in monologues. 
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D. English Instruction at Junior High School 
English instruction at junior high school is expected to enable the students to reach the level 
of functional, meaning that the students are competence at oral and written communication to cope 
with daily needs. In more detail, BNSP (2006) states the goal of teaching English to junior high 
school students is to provide the students with: (a) to develop the competence of oral and written 
communication at the functional level. (b) to understand the nature and the importance of English 
to improve nation competitiveness in global community. (c) to develop the students understanding 
on the relationship of language and culture. Indonesian Educational Department (2006) figures out 
that English instruction in school is expected to help the students be able to express ideas and 
feelings, to participate well in the community, and to make use of their analytical and imaginative 
competence.  
Furthermore, Depdiknas (2006) states that English instruction at junior high school covers 
the following: Firstly, discourse competence, that is the competence to understand and or produce 
oral and/or write text shown in the four skills of language, namely, listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing interactively to reach functional literacy level; Secondly, competency in understanding and 
producing various short functional and monologue text as well as essay in form of procedure, 
descriptive, recount, narrative, and report. The level of difficulty can be seen in the use of 
vocabulary, grammar, and rhetorical steps. Thirdly is supportive competence, namely the linguistic 
competence (the use of grammar, vocabulary, phonology, and written structure).  
 
E. The Concept of Bubble Writing  
Bubble writing is an innovative concept on teaching writing where students asked to give 
response on a picture given. The basic concept of this model is picture as a medium for convey 
meaning. Picture has unlimited information for students, countless imagination and myriad 
expression. A question may arise what is the differentiate between picture description and bubble 
writing? The distinction is how to elaborate the idea of writing. Bubble writing let student list their 
response on the bubble box given by in a piece of paper. Students may write only the keywords on 
them not complete sentence.  It may give more creativity students to drive as much as idea they 
can. Picture is a futuristic media for transferring knowledge, especially for junior high school 
students. Picture tells more than a word, it means by showing picture students feel free to express 
their idea, enjoy the activity and picture can evoke students curiosity. According to Hermawati 
(2013:4) picture can create learning more interesting, enjoyable and more efficient because pictures 
can attract students’ attention, and they will be motivated to study. Picture is appropriate media for 
increasing students’ effort in studying. Picture displays numerous advantages for teaching. Klassek 
(1995:51-52) highlights the strengths of using picture as follows:  (a). The picture is an 
inexpensive, familiar medium of communication, (b). Although seldom in a fixed sequence, they 
can be arranged in sequence and adapted to many object. (c) Collecting pictures can be students’ 
activity, but can also be on going activities of teacher, librarian, or material specialist for pictures 
files. (d). The picture has multiplicity is used by individual students on bulletin board opaqueness, 
projector, on flannel boards.  
 
DISCUSSION 
A. Description and Rational Bubbles Writing   
In general concept, bubble writing activities require students to write sentence based on the 
text given.  The students are asked to write down some sentences in bubbles or rounded box by 
using their own words. They transfer information from the text given into that bubble. This activity 
supports students’ writing and gets student to think critically. This model is suitable for junior high 
school students since it is easy to be conducted, gets fun for the students and evokes students 
thinking.  Teacher may give appropriate text for students by considering students’ knowledge level.  
Choose familiar picture and match with their knowledge level. What is the rational of using this 
model especially for Junior High School students?  
This model is assumed as appropriate model for teaching writing by considering three 
reasons. In the first place, this model is fun and enjoyable. As well-known belief, students of junior 
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high school students need an innovative and creative media that can evoke their curiosity and 
motivation. Students get bored easily in case of uninteresting media. Picture drives more 
imagination than words can do. The use of images in the classroom is a pedagogical strategy aimed 
at engaging students who have grown up in a media-rich environment as this millennial era. The 
second place, this model let students grow their learning style freely. Students become the center of 
teaching in which they have more opportunity to explore their ability.  Teachers has a function as 
facilitator, students do more than teachers do. Students have change to show their willingness to 
write, motivation to share the idea. The pictures can offer an easy way for people to link the 
concept to the material. The third place, this model is innovative for students. The way of teaching 
English has obviously changed period by period. Students need concrete and visible media for 
teaching writing especially for low level students. Today’s students are surrounded by visual media 
in their everyday lives.  By getting the ease to connect into internet and social media, they are 
accustomed to accessing information in both textual and visual forms. Visual information is a part 
of their daily lives in which drive to the assumption that much more easy teaching them by using 
picture than only writing down words in blackboard.  By infusing a picture into teaching learning 
process will make teaching moments fresh, vivid and enrich classroom learning horizon.  
 
B. Procedure to Conduct Bubble Writing   
Bubble writing basically gets students to transfer information from the text into their writing 
on the available space, on this case in form of bubble. Students should read the text first then write 
their own thinking into space on the bubble. Before assigning it to the student, teachers choose 
interesting and suitable topic to be written on. For junior high school students, choose familiar and 
interesting one, on this occasion is about famous world football player.   The procedures can be 
presented as follows: 
1. Pre-teaching activity  
This stage is s step where students get general idea what will they do in their writing activity. 
Teachers lead the activity by doing brainstorming in order to evoke their curiosity and motivation. 
Teachers may introduce topic by showing a picture of popular person or thing. In this occasion, 
teachers show famous world football player then ask students to give response related to the 
picture. Teachers lead students to write down their response in a piece of paper. Teacher made 
bubble in blackboard by drawing a circle, then ask students to put their response on it. Give 
example to students, for instance “ He has strong legs, he can run very fast” 
2. Whilst  
This stage is an important stage where students show their creativity and express their writing 
ability. Teachers give a picture (as in the example) to each students. Then teachers asked students 
to write down their idea about the picture into bubble. After filling all the bubbles (if they can) ask 
student to put their idea into a paragraph.   
3. Post teaching  
This stage contains of feedback and assessment. After students write their response into a 
paragraph, teachers then check their works. There are several criteria for checking students’ works 
as mentioned in the above paragraph such: vocabulary, grammar, mechanics and content. Teachers 
also have responsibility to give feedback for the students.  
 
C. Scoring Rubric for Bubble Writing   
Scoring rubric essentially helps teacher to assess students’ works. Scoring rubric consists of 
several aspects where each of aspects has own scoring criteria. In this occasion, scoring rubric for 
bubbles writing is based on analytical scoring rubric. It means, teachers can give detail score on 
students’ writing.  Simply, the complete scoring rubrics for writing sequences procedures can be 
shown as follows:  
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Table. 1. Scoring Rubric for bubbles writing 
No Aspect Description Score 
1 Vocabulary  
Students uses appropriate vocabulary that related to the topic 4 
Students uses minor inappropriate vocabulary that related to the topic 3 
Students uses some inappropriate vocabulary that related to the topic 2 
Students uses inappropriate vocabulary that related to the topic 1 
2 Mechanics 
Students write correct punctuation and spelling  4 
Students write minor mistake in  punctuation and spelling   3 
Students write  some  mistakes in  punctuation and spelling   2 
Students write incorrect punctuation and spelling   1 
3 Grammar  
Students use correct grammar  4 
Students make minor mistake in grammar 3 
Students make some mistakes in grammar 2 
Students use incorrect grammar 1 
4 Content   
Students write the steps correctly and orderly related to the passage  4 
Students write down the steps with minor mistake related to the passage  
3 
Students write down the steps with some mistake related to the passage 2 
Students write the steps incorrectly and disorderly related to the passage 1 
 
Final score is derived by counting score from each aspect, that is a gained score. Total score 
from each aspect is divided with highest score (16) then it is multiplied by 100. Highest score is 
derived from number of aspect (4) multiples by highest score for each items (4) Simply, how to 
drive final score will be explained as follows:  
 
The final score then converts into range of score and qualitative score as follows:  
No Range Qualitative Score 
1 85-100 A = Excellent 
2 75-84 B = Very Good 
3 55-74 C = Fair 
4 0-54 D = Poor 
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CONCLUSION 
Bubbles writing is an interactive model of teaching writing for Junior High School students. 
This model facilitates students to work individually and personally where they can interact each 
other and in opposite students be independent learner. Teaching writing for junior high school is 
not too difficult activity but it needs more creativity, enjoy and more challenging activity.  Bubbles 
writing collects information about students by measuring multiples criteria such as students’ 
progress, creativity, motivation, performance and attitude. The core point, it is not only about 
developing cognitive performance but also affective and willingness. This model has several 
advantages to be applied in classroom.  Firstly, this model is fun and enjoyable. Picture tells more 
imagination than words can do. Secondly, this model facilitates students to be more independent 
learners. Students are the center of focus and teachers as facilitator.  Thirdly, this model is an 
innovation for teachers in teaching English skill specifically writing. There are three steps in 
conducting bubble writing in the classroom. They are pre-teaching activity, whilst teaching activity 
and post teaching activity. Each of steps has different function and purposes.  In the developing of 
this millennial era, being an English teacher needs not only knowledge but also more creativity and 
innovation.   
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